
             

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Reunion  

• Reports 

• Remembrances 

• Members Highlighted 

 

 

 

 
  

  

IAA Officers 2022-2024 
  
President: Dave Gibson - 
just2toonice@aol.com 
 
Vice President: Jan 
Bloomer – 
jbuzzy45@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Mary Baker - 
chapperb1@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer: Teresa Green 
– teresajgreen@me.com 

Newsletter Committee 

 

Jan Arbuckle Bloomer 

Pam Shupe Lyden 

Mary Anderson Baker 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Presidents corner: 

The upcoming months will be very important for IAA. 

We will be having our bi annual business meeting via zoom. For dec-
ades those were held at the reunion but the board decided to go to an 
online meeting which gives all members  and opportunity to partici-
pate. 

Currently your 2024 Reunion Committee is working hard behind the 
scenes to make the upcoming reunion a success. 

However, by September we will also have to decide where the next 
reunion will be located. Rather than vote for location first, we need 
an Alumni to host it.. If nobody steps up, most likely we will have to 
put our large reunions on hold. 

 IAA will also be holding online voting for IAA Board members. If you 
would like to nominate somebody, please send that name to me via 
email and then I will try to confirm their acceptance.  Jan and Mary are 
both retiring from the board and I appreciate all of the hard work they 
have put forth to update our database, create newsletters and 
send  out informational updates to name a few things. The closer we 

Myself and Teresa at this point have decided to stay on but I encour-
age others to run  as board candidates . No position is closed. 

Please visit Itazuke.org if you have not done so recently. Te-
resa has been doing a good job making it more user friend-
ly and informational. If you have website skills and would 
like to take on that task just let a board member know. 

However, I will be in Japan for the month of July and therefore not 
available. Last year I posted around 1500 pictures of Japan in our IDS 
group of Facebook. 

Respectfully, Dave Gibson IAA President , IDS Admin. 
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Important, Important, Important 

Reunion 

If you are going to the Reunion, please send in 

your registration July 15, 2024.  Saying you are 

coming does not illuminate the possibility of  can-

celing the Runion.  Please do not procrastinate 

any longer.    

 

We have a new column.  It is called Alumni 

Memories.  If  you have a memory you would like 

to share please send it to me to post in the Newslet-

ter, jbuzzy45@gmail.com. 

 

 

Remembrances: 

Judi Castro   

Class of 1965 

ELECTION BUDDY VOTING TIMELINE 

 

1 August All inputs needed to prepare ballot; officers 
running for positions, questions for ballot, etc. 
 

3 August Need up to date database for email and 
hardcopy ballots 
 

11 August Ballots need to be sent out no later than. 
 

30 day window for voting. 
 

10 September Voting closes. 
 

7 day window to tally votes. 
 

17 September Online IAA Biannual Meeting 



 

  

 

She has two sisters and one brother (Barbara, Renee and Russell).  Some of you may know Barbara Galloway, a 1971 Itazuke gradu-
ate who has been nominated for a Board Officer (Secretary).  Sherri has one son and three grandchildren who are 20 months, four & 
six years old. They live about 3 hours away and see them about once a month.  She loves spending time with the grandkids. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherri (Galloway) Gay 

By Pam Shupe Lyden 

While in Japan, they lived at Hakata (aka Brady).  Her favorite memories are summer fun at the beach and Girl Scout campouts.  Sherri 
and her siblings caught the bus to Itazuke everyday for school.  Walking with friends to the Greenwave Cafeteria was always a blast as 
well as going to the Prom and cheering for the Hakata Rockets.  She remembers spending the night with Liz Stewart so she could go on a 
science class field trip.  

After they left Japan in 1971, they went to England where Sherri attended a boarding school for 2 years.  She graduated in 1973 from Lon-
don Central High School.  The family then returned to Texas where Ernest retired in 1975.  Sherri went to college in San Antonio and did a 
Medical Assistant internship at Wilford Hall OB/GYN clinic. She continued to work in the medical industry until she got married in 1977 
and moved to Big Lake, Texas.   In Big Lake she worked for a private doctor as an office nurse. 

Sherri always had a love of photography and began freelancing until she opened her own studio.  She photographed children, babies, 
weddings and families.  Her business eventually developed into working with sports teams, proms, school pictures and senior portraits in 
Big Lake.  The business grew and she took on additional schools in the surrounding towns .  Sherri retired in 2016 and sold her business 
to a local newspaper.  They had purchased property in Cross Cut, Texas 24 years ago and built a home 11 years later.  She and Johnnie, 
married for 47 years, now enjoy living in their retirement home out in the country. Her hobbies are gardening, reading and travel-
ing.  Photography is still a favorite pastime and she takes pictures of birds, wild life, grandchildren and her travels.  

 

Sherri, a true Air Force Brat, was born at Eglin AFB in Florida to Ernest and Jenny Galloway. Her current residence is in Cross Cut, Texas 
(southeast of Abilene).  Sherri has lived in Florida, South Carolina, Turkey, Germany, Texas, Japan and England.  Japan is her favorite and 
the longest residence until her dad retired.  Ernest passed away in 2022 and her mother passed away in 2021.  She feels fortunate to have 
spent so much quality time with them.  Mom was in a care center a mile from her house.  Dad lived with Sherri and her husband, Johnnie, 
for five years.   They had a beautiful long marriage of 70 years and raised their family all over the world. Ernest’s job in the Air Force was 
with Security Services and Communications.  He usually deployed ahead of the family. Sherri doesn’t know how her mom did it with 4 kids 
traveling alone to meet up with Dad wherever he may be.  Sherri recalls the great stories that he shared with the family. 

 

Sherri on the Hakata Rockets cheer-

leading squad:  

Sherri and Johnnie - married for 47 years  
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Ole and Sven 
grabbed their 
poles and 
headed out to 
do some ice 
fishing. As 
they were au-
gering a hole 
in the ice 
they heard a 
loud voice 
from above 
say, "There 
are no fish 
under the 
ice." Ole and 
Sven moved 
about 25 feet 
over and 
started to 
make anoth-

er hole. The 
voice said a 
little strong-
er, "There are 
no fish under 
the ice." They 
both looked 
around and 
then looked 
up. Ole said 
in a humble 
voice, "Are 
you God?" 
The voice 
spoke back, 
"No ya idiots! 
I'm the ice 
rink at-
tendant." 
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Alumni Memories 

 

 Early in 1964 I was good 

friends with Glenn Todaro, 

rest his soul. After school we 

would go to his house and he 

would make us a batch of mar-

tinis. We would drink marti-

nis, do our homework and lis-

ten to the Beatles on Glenn’s 

stereo phonograph. You know 

I can’t remember ever going 

home intoxicated though. We 

were responsible drinkers. Ha! 

Ha!  

Submitted by Johnny Dyer 

Itazuke 61-64 

Class of 66 

 Golf is like marriage: If you take yourself 
too seriously it won’t work… and both are 
expensive.  

• Sunday Golf 
 

 
I usually golf in the low eighties... If it 
gets any hotter than that I don't like to 
play.  TECH SUPPORT: “I need you to right-click on the desktop.” 

CUSTOMER: “Okay.” 

TECH SUPPORT: “Did you get a pop-up menu?” 

CUSTOMER: “No.” 

TECH SUPPORT: “Okay, right-click again. Do you see a pop-up menu?” 

CUSTOMER: “No.” 

TECH SUPPORT: “Okay, can you tell me what you have done up  

until this point?” 

CUSTOMER: “Sure, you told me to write click and I wrote click.”  
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Itazuke Alumni Association Reunion 

Columbus, Georgia – October 1-2, 2024 

Registration Form 

Full Registration includes Tuesday Night Welcome Cocktail Party, Wednesday Night Dance and Ban-
quet Dinner. Hotel is booked separately and includes breakfast each day.  

Itazuke attendee name __________________________ Name used at Itazuke___________________ 

Graduation class year _____ Years at Itazuke from _______ to _____ Please include an old school photo, if 
you have one.  

Spouse or adult guest’s Name_____________________________________________________________ 

Children (under 12 years of age) attending and ages_______________________________________. *Food tickets 
for children (12 and under), please make a request. 

Mailing address: Name ____________________________________ Email _____________ 

Street address ______________________________City________, State________, ZIP ________ Phone 
___________________ 

AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE YOUR INFORMATION TO OTHER ALUMNI, Yes_____ No_____. 

**All menu planning was made with special consideration; however, if you need to have special die-
tary meals, please make a request, and we will do our best to accommodate. 

Registration Fees per Adult (Alum or Guest). PLEASE NOTE REGISTRA-
TION DISCOUNT DATES. Each ticket includes, food, 2 alcoholic beverag-
es. 

$165.00 by Ju1y 01, 2024______ persons x $165.00 = $______$ 180.00 after 
July 02, 2024-September 01, 2024 ______ persons x $180.00 = 
$_____$190.00 from 1 Sept to 15 Sept 2024 ______ persons x $190.00 = 
$______   At the door: $200  

$125.00 for a Single night of fun.  ____ Tues Night or ____ Wed Night 
(EXTRA GUEST)  

Total amount included with this registration $ ____________ (ALL OF THE 
ABOVE) 

 Contact Melody Venable; Email (Preferred) at melodyvenable@gmail.com  

Mail this form with check payable to: IAA or Itazuke Alumni Association, C/O Melody Venable, Reunion Coordi-
nator, 2293 Piedmont Lake Rd. Pine Mountain, GA 31822 

mailto:melodyvenable@gmail.com


T-shirt Orders are appreciated and we will have your shirt waiting for you 
when you arrive. NO AFTER REUNION ORDERS 

Please indicate size(s) and number desired ($25 each for S, M, L, XL, $30 each for XXL, XXXL) 

_____ Small _____ Medium _____ Large _____ XL @ $25 each 

_____ XXL ______ XXXL _@ $30 each____________________________________  (The color has been preset) 

Hold shirt under the name _______________________________________ T-shirt Total $_______ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________If 
you are not attending the reunion and want us to ship you a shirt. 

Please ship the number of T-shirts shown above to: 

Name ________________________________________________ 

Street address __________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------- 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF REGISTRATION _____________________ 

T-SHIRT (POSTAGE IF NOT ATTENDING REUNION) _______________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED   $________________________(ALL OF THE ABOVE) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------- 

HOTEL INFORMATION: Columbus Marriott, 800 Front Avenue, Columbus, GA 31901. (706) 324-1800 and 
ask for the Itazuke Allumni Association Reunion. Individual Room Rates: $202.73 including tax. Reserva-
tions for these rates must be made by 4 pm August 30th 2024.   Some amenities, Free Breakfast and Free 
Parking. 
Digital registration and payment will be accepted. Please email registration form to melodyvena-

ble@gmail.com and simultaneously, for those with accounts, funds for registration fees and/or T-shirts can 

be transferred via PayPal or Zelle. Send to our IAA email address: itazukealumni@gmail.com. On all pay-
ments, please ensure you identify yourself and that you are paying for the reunion so we can 
recognize your registration. 

 

If you don’t plan to attend the reunion but still want a T-shirt, you may order them to be mailed to you for a 
small shipping fee of $__10.00_each for T-shirts. Fill in the number and sizes desired and complete the address 
information below and send with a check made payable to IAA or Itazuke Alumni Association, C/O Melody Ve-
nable, Reunion Coordinator, 2293 Piedmont Lake Rd. Pine Mountain, GA 31822 

mailto:melodyvenable@gmail.com
mailto:melodyvenable@gmail.com
mailto:itazukealumni@gmail.com


 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

 

IAA Alumni Association 

Jan Bloomer 

215 Willow Avenue  

Merritt Island Fl 32953 

In the near future we have the Voting for officers and other polling questions being  

sent out for your voting.   See Timeline inside. 

 

October 1 and 2 , 2024 will be the reunion.  The reunion is being held in  Columbus, 

 Georgia. 

. 

 

 Your Officer's are listed 

on page one (l) please 

contact any of them for 

information 

 

 Your Officer's are listed on page one (l) please contact any of them for 

information. 


