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From The Officers corner: 

2024 
Volume 3, Issue 3 

History of Itazuke Dependent School Now Available: 
Joe Boling has prepared a ten-page chronological history of Itazuke 
Dependent School.  It has been emailed to all members of IAA  and 
is available upon request in paper form to members who are on the 
Hard Copy Mailing List by sending a request to: 

Barbara Berry, Secretary 
Itazuke Alumni Association 
2502 Savanah Oaks Bend 
Abilene, TX 79602 

If you have provided an email address to IAA in the past 
but did not receive the history, please contact Barbara 
Berry at 850-728-3805 to verify that IAA has your most 
recent email address. 
 
This comprehensive document of the schoolôs history will also soon 
be posted in the History section of IAAôs website, itazuke.org.  It 
can be downloaded and printed from there as well. 

2024 Reunion 

 

Hosted by Melody Venable and her Mother Terri Taguba Woods.  
Although only 55 people attended, fun was had by all. Activities 
included games, drawings for door prizes, skits, and a live auc-
tion.  Jim Dwyer, Sal Taguba, and Joe Easley performed a pan-
tomine skit to Michael Jacksonõs hit song òBeat Itó, and the fol-
lowing alumni and guests performed a skit to the Neal Sedaka 
tune òCalendar Girlsó:  January: Akiko Dwyer, February-Bob 
Clark, March-Barbara Galloway Berry, April- Sal Taguba, May-
Francis Ionno, June was Patty Easley, July-Jan Bloomer, August
-Jim Dwyer, September-Diana Clark, October-Terri Woods, 
November-Rick Williams, and December-John Berry   There was 

dancing to music from the 1960õs and 1970õs, a visit to the Na-

tional Infantry Museum, and time visiting with each other in the 

Hospitality Suiteó rounded out the activities during the two day 

event.  A number of people said it was the best reunion they 

had attended to date 

If you are interested in hosting a reunion 

please contact our Board Members. 

http://itazuke.org/
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Remembrances: 

 Noel Crowson, 1965: 
DOD   06/10/2022 

 Karen Eddy 
Khirohata, 1960: 

DOD /30/2023 
Becky Faulkner, 1965: 

DOD 09/10/2023 
Marjorie Lafogg, 1955: 

DOD 01/19/2020 
Joseph Michalowski:          
1966: 
 DOD 03/16/23 
Terry Miller, 1969: DOD 

11/03/2019 
Jim Nelson, 1957: DOD 

09/20/2021 
  David Osterhout,  

  1964: DOD 12/26/2022 
Stephen Schnur, 1969: 

DOD 06/12/2021 
 Lynda Sue  
Shelton Christy, 1961:        

DOD 0/31/2019 
              John weinig,1963 

:   DOD 11/29/2021 

 

We have a new column.  It is called Alumni 

Memories.  If  you have a memory you 

would like to share please send it to me to 

post in the Newsletter, 

jbuzzy45@gmail.com. 

 

 

Introducing our new member to the 

Newsletter staff. 

 

Mike Ruppel, class of 1972, lives in Lynn Haven, 

Florida. 

If you want to send him ideas about something for 

the newsletter his email is : mrupel850@gmail.com 



  

WHO IS JIMMIE EASLEY? 
 

Jimmie Easley is a friend and all around ògreat guy!ó  I met Jimmie at Itazuke High School in 1965 

when he was a Senior and I a Sophomore.  The first time I saw him was when I heard òraucousó laugh-

ter coming from the hall way as he and Sue Cowdell were having a great time!  That memory has 

stayed with me for well over 50 years. 

Jimmie arrived at Itazuke at the beginning of the 1964 school year. He arrived with his siblings Jerry, 

Jackie and Janet as well as his father, James M. Easley, the Fire Chief at Brady (Hakata) and his moth-

er Mary Francis Easley.   

During his time at Itazuke High School (IHS) Jimmie played baseball and basketball, lettering in both 

sports.  He also was voted by his peers as the President of the Student Council for 1965-66.  Jimmie 

states he enjoyed going to school at Itazuke; however, the hour travel on a bus from Brady to Itazuke 

and traveling back to Brady was not a lot of fun. 

Upon graduation from IHS in 1966 he left Japan and relocated to Corsicana, Texas as a student at Na-

varro Junior College.  Jimmie found college not the right fit for him at that time and enlisted in the US 

Army in January 1967.   

Jimmie was assigned to Ft. Devens, Massachusetts where he trained to be a 05H20 Morse Interceptor 

Operator.  After training Jimmie received orders to Udorn, Thailand from 1967-1968.  Jimmieõs next as-

signment was to Bad Aibling, Germany.  It was a wonderful tour of duty, but ten months later he found 

himself again stationed in Udon, Thailand, even though he had volunteered for an assignment in Vi-

etnam.  While stationed in Thailand he married his beautiful wife in May of 1970.  They have two won-

derful kids and 5 grandkids.  They have all graduated from college and are working, Jimmie states he 

has always been told the good Lord has a plan and I thank him daily. 

Jimmie retired from the US Army in May 1988 after 22 years of service.  He worked in several jobs af-

ter retiring, such as the Fort Worth Star Telegram delivery driver and the Operations Manager for a 

pharmaceutical company.  He is now totally disabled, but is still the same Jimmie we know and love. 

Jimmie states he would like to thank the good Lord for giving him this time on earth.  Jimmie says he 

loves all of the Itazuke Alumni.  The many wonderful friends that he has continued to stay in touch 

with over the years is a testament of the love shared.  The reunions have been wonderful and he is 

looking forward to many mor:e! 

Reported By: 

Mary Anderson Baker ô68 

 

 



 

. 

 

Reunion 

2024 



 

  

р 

 

 



 


